CHAPTEE V
TEE ADVANCE OF THE MONABCHY
WHILE Philip was miming the title of Conqueror by
the success of his arms, he was achieving still more perma-
nent victories for the monarchy by his steady and per-
sistent attitude towards the constitutional forces by which
it was surrounded. During his reign the monarchy of
the Frankish kings consolidated its powers, strengthened
its foundations, and looked round as a sovereign rather
than as an equal upon the feudalism which had so long
been dominant.
Philip Augustus and his successors were no longer
the slaves of the Church, the unequal combatants of
the baronial hierarchy or the vacillating oppressors of
popular freedom. Philip set himself the aim of being
master in his own land, and thereby the ruler of
the wider G-auL The hereditary alliance of his house
with the Church was not forgotten. To that estate
the Capets owed their crown, and the traditional amity
implied protection of the weak, which was repaid by
the sanctions of ecclesiastical discipline and censure, as
important to the Crown as was the Crown's material
assistance to the Church. The kings had long shielded